ISEKI, KONDO cells above the villus-crypt transition zone were immunoreactive, as described previously (12), while epithelial cells lining the lower half of the crypt were densely labeled with [3H)-TdR ( Figure  4 ).
The immunoreactive cell population was almost identical to the cell population positive for FABP mRNA signals, although the epithelial cells in the villous tip were even more intensely immunoreaciive than those in the remainder of the villus, in contrast to the gradient of intensity of the FABP mRNA signal described above.
In brief, cells lining the upper half of the crypt were negative for FABP immunoreactivity or FABP mRNA signal while unlabeled with [3HJ-TdR.
Fasted Animals
In the in situ hybridization with jejunal sections from rats fasted for 3 days, the FABP mRNA signal was detected in epithelial cells lining the upper halfofthe crypt as well as in those lining the villus ( Figure  5 ). A decreasing gradient in signal intensity towards the villous tip was also evident, as in fed animals (not shown 
